
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Pavilion Committee Meeting  
Tuesday, October 5, 2020   11:00 AM 

City Council Chambers 

312 E. Charles Street, Hammond, LA 70401 

 

Minutes 

Roll Call:  Chelsea Little, Executive Director                

Tom Anderson                         Present   

Stan Dameron   Absent 

Frank DiVittorio           Present 

Roy Dufreche                       Absent 

Brandon Faust   Present 

Sandy Fleenor   Present  

Elsbet Smith Hollywood             Present 

Paul Murphy                    Absent 

Bruce O’Krepki                      Present 

Kristin Pielter   Absent 

Tom Pistorius                      Present 

Ralph Ross                      Present 

Jeffrey Smith                     Present 

Tracy Wells   Present 

 

New Business  
1. Introductions 

Elsbet Smith Hollywood called the meeting to order and asked everyone on the committee 

to introduce themselves. 

 

2. Pavilion Locations 

a. Original Location – Hanson Crossing 

Elsbet Smith Hollywood gave an update on her research of the Hanson Crossing location: 

Hollywood and Frank DiVittorio are in the process of locating contacts within the railroad 

department, which have so far been unsuccessful. Elsbet Smith Hollywood stated that her 

legal analysis hasn’t found any early obstacles to eliminate this site totally, and a meeting 

has been scheduled with Bill Cassidy’s aids to answer needed questions about the railroad. 

Chelsea Tallo Little raised the question about next steps should the railroad not be 

responsive to them; to which Hollywood replied that the expropriation with heirs would be 

next and only step. Ralph Ross pointed out that the Hanson Crossing location provided 

great visibility and also brings that property into commerce. Chelsea Tallo pointed out that 

acquiring this property could be set as a long term goal no matter the location of the 

pavilion. Elsbet Smith Hollywood suggested that this location be further researched and 

considered.   

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

b. DDD Plaza – Between DDD Office & La Caretta 

 

Jeffrey Smith referenced the 2002 Master Plan and John Desmond’s original rendering of 

the space, which shows this location planned as an urban park that could hold the farmers 

market and pending city authorization, could have a closure on Oak Street on Saturday 

mornings. Elsbet Smith Hollywood pointed out that all monuments and trees are preserved 

in each possible rendering. Jeffrey Smith recommends that the DDD Board of Directors 

use the allotted bond money to improve this block; to which Elsbet Smith Hollywood 

confirmed that the bond does indeed serve this purpose. Chelsea Tallo Little highlighted 

that many advantages to choosing this location, including the much-needed additions of: a 

sidewalk on Oak Street, public restrooms, and renovations to the DDD office. Tracy Wells 

suggested getting creative with some sort of semi-permanent covering since a permanent 

structure cannot be built.  Frank DiVittorio suggested that Oak Street be closed down for 

the duration of an upcoming market to observe the impact on traffic downtown, and Elsbet 

Smith Hollywood asked that Chelsea Tallo Little contact the City of Hammond to request 

a closure. Sandy Fleenor relayed the concerns of the current Farmers Market vendors and 

their desire to remain at the current location. Tom Anderson reminded the committee that 

this decision will have a long term effect on our community. The decision should not just 

consider where market vendors want to vend currently, but what’s best long term for all of 

Downtown. Elsbet Smith Hollywood suggested that this location be further researched and 

considered.  

 

c. S. Cypress Street/E. Hanson Ave –“Old CrossFit Building” 

Tom Pistorius relayed that this site is owned by the Wong family and would only be 

available for lease and not for sale. Elsbet Smith Hollywood suggested that this location be 

removed from the list.   

 

d. S. Cypress Street/E. Hanson Ave –“Behind Kirin”   

Tom Pistorius relayed that this site is owned by the Wong family and is not for sale. Elsbet 

Smith Hollywood suggested that this location be removed from the list.   

 

e. Tire Shop 

This site is for sale, but out of budget. Bruce O’Krepki suggested that the owner may be 

flexible on the price. Jeffery Smith mentioned that this location is better suited for a large 

scale mixed-use development as indicated in the DDD’s new Master Plan. Members 

agreed. Elsbet Smith Hollywood suggested that this location be removed from the list.    

 

f. Neill Corp. on Pine & Thomas 

Bruce O’Krepki relayed the messages from the property owners. They suggested that the 

DDD could propose a long-term 10-year lease. After discussion, members agreed this 

location should be removed from the list since it is not for sale. 

 

g. Sam Tallo Gas Station 

Frank DiVittorio had no updates on this location. Elsbet Smith Hollywood suggested that 

this location be further researched and considered.  

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

h. Cate Square Park 

Brandon Faust expressed that this location, he feels, is most conducive to Farmers Market 

operations. Di Vittorio explained the past hurdles with construction in Cate Square Park.   

Others agreed that building a permanent structure in the park would be unlikely. Chelsea 

Tallo Little stated that constructing a pavilion at another location would provide an 

additional public space to downtown, instead of using one that already exists. Elsbet Smith 

Hollywood suggested that this location be removed from the list 

 

i. Feed & Seed 

Bruce O’Krepki presented the updates on this location, which houses a large building with 

lots of usable space. The property is for sale or long-term lease. Jeffrey Smith pointed out 

the advantages of this location, including its proximity to central downtown and a push for 

new developments throughout the district. Committee members discussed possibilities for 

this location including a community garden, relocating the DDD office, ability to generate 

additional income. DiVittorio stated the Board should really consider this investment.  

Elsbet Smith Hollywood suggested that this location be further researched and considered. 

 

j.  “The Triangle” – SW Railroad Ave. 

Ralph Ross presented the facts on this location and expressed concerns of the limited size 

and large ditch behind the property. Jeffery Smith also pointed out the lack of public 

parking.  Elsbet Smith Hollywood suggested that this location be removed from the list.    

 

k. Behind Fire Station 2  

Ralph Ross presented the facts on this location. It proved to have poor visibility and is a 

greater distance from the railroad that the committee originally discussed. Elsbet Smith 

Hollywood suggested that this location be removed from the list. 

 

3. Resolutions 

a. Ralph Ross made the motion to recommend to the Board of Directors that the bond money 

be spent first and foremost on the urban plaza behind the DDD. This will serve as a short-

term (or long-term) solution to better house the farmers market and a more permanent 

structure should still be considered. Jeffrey Smith seconded.  

 

b. Frank DiVittorio then made a substitute motion to table the previous motion until next 

meeting seconded by Tom Anderson.  

 

Tom Anderson                         Yes   

Stan Dameron   Absent 

Frank DiVittorio            Yes 

Roy Dufreche                        Absent 

Brandon Faust   Yes 

Sandy Fleenor   No  

Elsbet Smith Hollywood              Yes 

Paul Murphy                    Absent 

Bruce O’Krepki                      Yes 

Kristin Pielter   Absent 

Tom Pistorius                       No 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ralph Ross                       No 

Jeffrey Smith                      No 

Tracy Wells   No 

 

Motion failed. 

 

c. Original motion (made by Ralph Ross and seconded by Jeffrey Smith) was then 

considered. 

 

Tom Anderson                         Yes   

Stan Dameron   Absent 

Frank DiVittorio            No 

Roy Dufreche                        Absent 

Brandon Faust   Yes 

Sandy Fleenor   Yes  

Elsbet Smith Hollywood              Yes 

Paul Murphy                    Absent 

Bruce O’Krepki                      Yes 

Kristin Pielter   Absent 

Tom Pistorius                       Yes 

Ralph Ross                       Yes 

Jeffrey Smith                      Yes 

Tracy Wells   Yes 

 

Motion carried. 

 

d. The committee came to a consensus that the following sites will no longer be considered: 

 S. Cypress Street/E. Hanson Ave –“Old CrossFit Building” 

 S. Cypress Street/E. Hanson Ave –“Behind Kirin” 

 Tire Shop 

 Neil Corporation land  

 Cate Square Park 

 “The Triangle” on Sw. Railroad Ave.  

 Behind Fire Station #2 

e. The committee came to a consensus that the following sites should be further researched and 

considered (in no particular order): 

 Hanson Crossing 

 Feed & Seed 

 Sam Tallo Gas Station 

 DDD Plaza 

 

Public Comment  

Several farmers market vendors were in attendance. Susan Dennis expressed the vendors’ desire to stay in 

their current location. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adjournment  

 
 Chelsea A. Tallo, DDD Executive Director  

Hammond Downtown Development District Authority  

#2 West Thomas Street, Hammond, LA 70401    

 985-277-5681        

 

 

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance, please contact Chelsea Tallo 

at 985- 277-5681 describing the assistance that is necessary.  

 


