
 

 

Hammond Farmers Market Committee Meeting 
Thursday, October 8, 2020 

Hammond City Council Chambers 

12PM 

 
Call to Order Roll Call:  

 

Denise Austin (Present )  

Brandon Faust (Present )  

Sandy Fleenor (Present )  

Lauren Funnell (Absent )  

Amy Guilbeau ( Present)  

Tiffany Bell ( Present)  

Sherrie Taylor (Absent )  

Elsbet Hollywood (Absent ) 

 

New Business:  
1. Pavilion Location Committee Update - Sandy Fleenor  

Sandy Fleenor, member of the DDD Pavilion Location Committee, provided an update from the meeting that took 

place on Tuesday, October 6, 2020. She noted that the stage at this moment is to find a location for the pavilion. In 

the meantime, the committee decided it would be best to focus efforts on improving the current market area/ urban 

park behind DDD office with current funds. For more space, the option to close NW Railroad Ave between 

Thomas and W Charles Streets on Saturday mornings was proposed.  

 

2. HFM Non-Profit Application  

Michelle Kendall introduced the non-profit application, articles of incorporation, in order to be a registered non-

profit with the state of Louisiana. She noted that there are 3 areas that need to be decided on: name of the non-

profit, at minimum a board President and Secretary must be submitted with the application, although the 

preference is to fill positions for a full board and include President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer, and 

criteria on what membership looks like with the non-profit. Friends of the Hammond Farmers Market was 

previously mentioned as a name. Sandy Fleenor made a montion, scond by Denise Austin, to approve the name 

‘Friends of the Hammond Farmers Market’ for the non-profit. 

 
Denise Austin  

Brandon Faust  

Sandy Fleenor  

Lauren Funnell  

Amy Guilbeau  

Tiffany Bell  

Sherrie Taylor  

Elsbet Hollywood  

Yes  

Yes  

Yes  

Absent  

Yes  

Yes  

Absent  

Absent  

 

Motion carried. 

 

The committee mentioned they would need more information about the positions before they could make a 

commitment to any one position. Michelle will provide board position descriptions via email to review before the 

next meeting.  

 



 

Michelle presented the Membership Criteria document. Only changes to be made include business level donation 

levels from Bronze at $30 to $50 annual donation & Silver at $50 to $75 annual donation. Membership criteria 

was not approved.  

 

Chelsea Little mentioned that the DDD will still support the Hammond Farmers Market while it transitions to a 

non-profit organization.  

 

Michelle mentioned that a loose budget was developed and verbally provided a breakdown of that budget. 

Projections we allocated for 2 full years of market operations, with year 1 detailing support of market manager 

salary. A cooperative agreement to share the market manager’s time between the non-profit for market 

management and the DDD for other duties. Committee members requested to receive a digital copy after the 

meeting. Additional costs that would be incurred include hiring an accountant for an annual account review, and 

insurance for market operations. Regarding land use, the non-profit would need to enter a cooperative agreement 

to use the city owned land the market currently operates on.  

 

Michelle clarified the benefits of creating a non-profit arm including more financial flexibility with the ability to 

apply for grants, accept and process SNAP benefits, and other credit card transactions, as well as take donations to 

diversify the way the market is funded.  

 

3. Manager Report  

Michelle referred to the manager report sent via email and provided updates about current market operations. 

Chris Moghaddami, Hammond Farmers Market intern, provided an update on the market customer survey he 

developed and is currently performing data collection on.  

 

-Adjournment
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