
 
 

 
 

Design Committee Meeting | Thursday, February 4, 2021 | City Council Chambers | 9:00 a.m. 
 

Minutes 
 
Call to order: Cassie Ragan, Chairwoman 
 
Roll Call: Chelsea Tallo Little, DDD Executive Director 
 

Chris Bankston Absent 
Tara Bennett  Present 
Roy Dufreche  Present 
Tom Pistorius   Present 
Cassie Ragan  Present 
Jeffrey Smith  Present  
Pierre Theriot  Present 

 
Old Business:   
 

1. Approval of the minutes from January 13, 2021. 
Pierre Theriot made a motion, seconded by Roy Dufreche, to approve the minutes from January 13, 2021 
as written.  
 
New Business:   
 

1. Review Application: 1420 SW Railroad Avenue 
Tom Pistorius and Jeffrey Smith recused themselves from this vote, as they have a working relationship 
with the applicant, Beezie Landry. Beezie Landry approached the podium and stated that he is here for the 
approval of the design plan for the location, not the design. Chris Bankston entered the meeting at this time. 
Roy Dufereche made a motion, seconded by Cassie Ragan, to approve the application, contingent on the 
planning committee, of the site plan only.  
 
Chris Bankston Yes 
Tara Bennett  Yes 
Roy Dufreche  Yes 
Tom Pistorius   Recused 
Cassie Ragan  Yes 
Jeffrey Smith  Recused 
Pierre Theriot  Yes 
 
Motion carried. 
 

2. Review Application: 1725 & 1735 SW Railroad Ave 
Beezie Landry presented a site plan for review. Pierre Theriot asked why there is no option for parking 
behind the building, as it seems there is room. Beezie Landry responded that the tenants and franchisees 
are not interested in such a design. Pierre Theriot, referring to DDD guidelines, asked how the parking area 



 
 

 
 

will be screened, as parking is required to be. Beezie Landry explains they will landscape as needed to 
screen. 
 
Pierre Theriot made a motion, seconded by Chris Bankston, to approve site plan, contingent on an approval 
from planning commission and landscaping + screening plan.  
 
Chris Bankston Yes 
Tara Bennett  Yes 
Roy Dufreche  Yes 
Tom Pistorius   Recuse 
Cassie Ragan  Yes 
Jeffrey Smith  Recuse 
Pierre Theriot  Yes 
 
Motion carried. 
 

3. Design Guidelines 
Pierre Theriot made a motion, seconded by Roy Dufreche, to table this agenda item to another meeting.  
 
Chris Bankston Yes 
Tara Bennett  Yes 
Roy Dufreche  Yes 
Tom Pistorius   Yes 
Cassie Ragan  Yes 
Jeffrey Smith  Yes 
Pierre Theriot  Yes 
 
Motion tabled. 
 

4. Way-Finding Signs 
Chelsea Tallo Little presented the latest design draft for the way-finding signs. Jeffrey Smith suggested 
more use of color rather than animated buildings. Cassie Ragan suggested moving the animated buildings 
to the bottoms as a legend.  
 
 

5. Directors Report 
Chelsea Tallo Little noted that the city took down the mural on the side of the Louisiana Children’s 
Discovery Center Building. The committee suggested reaching out to building owner and historic district 
as to what can replace it, as several groups at SLU are interested in painting a mural downtown. Pierre 
Theriot suggested that a concept would need to be presented to the committee prior to approval. 
 

6. Urban Plaza 
a. Bayou Tree Service (David Benton) 

Roy Dufreche called David Benton to the podium, and introduced him to the committee. David was 
previously hired by the DDD in 2019 to assess the live oak trees. David is here to provide a proposal of 



 
 

 
 

work for the DDD to oversee the care of the trees during design and construction. He will assist Roy 
Dufreche and other designers with a tree preservation plan. (A copy of proposal was provided to 
committee.) David explained that there are no set line items at this time, as the cost will be 
determined by an hourly rate. David explained the tools that will be used during the process and 
laid out an estimated time of 1-2 weeks for root testing. David also guaranteed four visits once 
project is complete, with an option to renew annually. Roy Dufreche explained that the planto 
remove the asphalt is more beneficial to the trees than what is currently in place. Removing 
asphalt will allow tree to do better after plans are put in place. Trees will actually benefit from 
this project in the long run. Jeffery Smith stated that Bayou Tree Service is a “go-to company”, 
from his experience. Chelsea Tallo Little asked what would happen to trees if this project stops. 
Roy Dufreche explained that Bayou Tree Service is imperative to the life of the trees, and he 
wouldn’t want to move forward without their service. 
Pierre Theriot made a motion, seconded by Jeffery Smith, to recommend that Bayou Tree 
Service be hired by the DDD. 
 
Chris Bankston Yes 
Tara Bennett  Yes 
Roy Dufreche  Yes 
Tom Pistorius   Recuse 
Cassie Ragan  Yes 
Jeffrey Smith  Recuse 
Pierre Theriot  Yes 
 
Motion carried. 
 

b. Design Presentation – Roy Dufreche 
Roy Dufreche presented his current design plan for Urban plaza then opened up the floor for questions. 
Jeffrey Smith: “How many HFM tents can fit into the space shown?”  
Roy Dufreche: 30. 
 
Jeffrey Smith: “Is the railroad going to have an issue with the fencing?”  
Roy Dufreche: “No, we are outside 25-foot barrier.” 
 
Jeffrey Smith: “What is the price?” 
Roy Dufreche: “There will be three different costs (at best guess). Around $660,000.” 
 
Pierre Theriot: “Where would the dumpster go?” Tom Pistorius, who is working on the La Caretta 
redesign that is adjacent to the Urban Plaza: “Dumpster would be moved from where it is now and be 
placed behind La Carreta’s new wall, which is part of new design plan.” 
   
Roy Dufreche stated that the city should definitely have an interest in investing in this project, as it will 
create a new city park, restrooms, etc. It will also require very minimal upkeep from grounds workers. 
Dufreche explained that if approved, construction is set to start in May, with at least 4/5 months to 
complete.  



 
 

 
 

Public Comment 
 
Jeffrey Smith expressed his disagreement with leasing the Feed & Seed property, as he sees no real 
benefits. Cassie Ragan explained that the board wishes to prevent that property from becoming light 
industrial business, but something that will help our community members. It will also be the temporary 
location for the HFM. There are options to extend the lease after the first year. Lots of interest in that 
property, and the DDD could become a facilitator for these businesses.  

 
 
-Adjournment 
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