
H A M M O N D  D D D

Public 
Comment 

Report

0 4 / 2 0 / 2 0 2 1

Old Feed & Seed
Revitalization Initiative 



0 4 / 2 0 / 2 0 2 1



H A M M O N D  D D D

Old Feed & Seed
Revitalization Initiative 



H A M M O N D  D D D

SECTION

OVERVIEW

IN-PERSON 

WORKSHOPS

ONLINE SURVEY

PAGE 1 

PAGE 3

PAGE 8

PAGE

Old Feed & Seed
Revitalization Initiative 



Urban Park Project
H A M M O N D  D D D

Overview

Page 1

Old Feed & Seed
Revitalization Initiative 

The Old Feed & Seed property in Downtown Hammond is getting an upgrade! 

As an organization that is devoted to progressing and stimulating development and diversity, the
Hammond Downtown Development District is leading the charge to reimagine and renovate this
space.

According to the Hammond Historic District Commission, the on-site structure was built in 1910. It is
located at 103 East Robert Street on nearly one acre of land. The long-standing Hammond Feed &
Seed commercial store closed in December 2019, leaving this centrally-located site vacant ever since.
Downtown Hammond residents, when polled for the DDD’s 2019 Master Plan, listed “building on
vacant or underused land” and “rehabilitating vacant buildings” as their most desired area of
improvement for the district. With this momentum, the DDD has decided to take action to transform
the location – transforming a vacant lot into a space that would better serve the community.

In March 2021, the DDD officially signed a long-term lease for the property. Over the next few months,
plans include: cleaning up the lot, developing a community garden on the corner of Robert and
Cypress, and readying the site for events/activities.

“There’s a little bit of something for everyone within this project,” said DDD Community Health
Manager, Michelle Kendall. “There’s historic preservation, economic development, beautification
through a community garden space, and more. We’re taking an unused historic site and breathing
new life into it.”

In taking first steps towards installing a community garden, the DDD received a $3,000 grant from the
Louisiana Healthy Communities Coalition. This funding will help transform the vacant, overgrown lot to
a food hub and green space that people can enjoy together in Downtown.

Long-term goals for the Feed & Seed are still to be determined. While initial plans for the outside area
are envisioned to be used as a community space, the building itself holds promise to be returned to
commerce.

To begin this project, the DDD has gathered public input on the possibilities for this space. A total of
three in-person public input opportunities were scheduled over a period of three weeks. A free online
survey was also published during that time. The results of those public comment opportunities, as well
as procedures, are listed in this document.
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Scheduled Opportunities 
for Public Comment
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4/1 at 5:30 PM

at Feed & Seed

Online Surveys

DDDHammond.com/feedandseed

4/17 at 8 AM-12 PM

 at Hammond Farmers Market

4/24 at 8 AM-12 PM

 at Hammond Farmers Market
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I. In-Person Workshops
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The DDD offered four different avenues of
communication to generate input during

each of the three in-person public comment
opportunities.
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III. ADDITIONAL COMMENT:
Participants could express any
additional comments in the
comment box. 

IV.SURVEY:
Opportunity to fill out online
survey.

I.OPEN HOUSE:  
During the open house on 4/1 at
the Feed and Seed, the
community was invited to walk
the property, speak with board
members and complete
activities II, III and IV as listed
here. 

II. DREAM BOARD: 
Participants were asked to
complete the following
sentences: "I want to see ___ at
the Feed and Seed" and "I want
to do ___ at the Feed and
Seed."
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 In-Person Workshop
Results
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I.OPEN HOUSE: 4/1/2021

The open house had 22 community members in attendance. Members were
able to view the property survey and sketch done by local architect, Tom
Pistorius. Community members  were invited to walk the property, speak with
board members and complete activities II, III and IV as listed in this document. 
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"I want to see ___ at the Feed and Seed"
Dancing, music, fun, food trucks, markets and events and community
gatherings
A place for local bands
Beer garden
Shade
Food trucks

"I want to do ____ at the Feed and Seed."
Yoga or workout classes
Shade, no gravel
Workshops, classes, dance classes
Stage plays

The most noted feature mentioned during the open house was the space
to be used as a live music venue. 

II. Dream Board 

Participants were asked to complete the following sentences:
 
"I want to see ___ at the Feed and Seed"  and 

"I want  to do ____ at the Feed and Seed."

III. ADDITIONAL COMMENT: 

Participants were given the opportunity to place any additional comments in a
provided comment box. The collected comments were recorded and are listed
below.
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II. Survey
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Survey Summary
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Some respondents envision the Feed and
Seed to be a community space and a
place for business (54%) while other
respondents believed it should remain
solely a community space (46%).

Respondents left ranging additional
comments that echo results of the survey
– keep activity minimal and focus on
beautifying the space and agriculture
while others respondents want to see
this revitalization turn into a fun
community center with food trucks, etc.
An overwhelming amount of responses
asked the DDD to use the space to house
live music. 

The DDD published a free online
survey on March 24, 2021. This
summary includes the 151 responses
that were collected after the survey
closed on Friday, April 18, 2021.

Most respondents (94%) are familiar
with the Old Feed & Seed area at 103
E. Robert Street and roughly half of
respondents live in Hammond (52%) or
in surrounding areas of Ponchatoula,
Amite, Tickfaw, Independence, or
Roseland (48%). Most were White or
Caucasian (89%) and between the ages
of 25-50 (66%).  

Live music, food trucks and fresh food
markets were the top three areas ranked
for what respondents wanted to see at
the Feed & Seed the most. Seating, picnic
or other tables, and public restrooms
were the top three amenities that
respondents would like to see on the
property. Shade and lighting were also
mentioned as important amenities to
include.
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