
American Renaissance School

Health & Safety Committee
Safe Return to School 2021/2022 Recommendations

Our school’s primary goal has been, and will be, to keep our students in school, while maintaining a safe and

manageable environment for our staff, faculty and students.  The Health and Safety committee will continue to

meet as needed throughout this school year to analyze data, evaluate, and monitor COVID-19 metrics within our

community and school.  We will revisit our safe return plans as needed and if necessary change our

recommendations to the ARS Board of Directors on how ARS can safely operate during this school year.

As a committee we recommend one of the following two plans in providing a safe return to ARS for our 2021/2022

school year.  However, it is important for our families and staff to note that regardless of which plan we are

currently operating in,  if the community or school data change or if there is a major logistical impact on our staff

and operations, we will review the necessary metrics and make a recommendation at that time.

Following both Plan I and Plan II, both campuses of American Renaissance School will return to in person learning

for the 2021/2022 school year.  ARS’s priority is the health, safety, and well-being of our students, faculty, and

school community. Our school will continue to follow the COVID-19 health measures recommended by the NC

Department of Health and Human Services (NCDHHS). This will help us determine what processes and procedures

are needed to keep our students, faculty, and school community healthy and safe while also providing a welcoming

environment moving into the 2021/2022 school year.

Our intention at American Renaissance is always to provide high quality education to all of our students. That can

best occur when students are in school, being taught in person by their teachers. The same is true of their social

and emotional well being. This past year has shown us the value of being in the building in ways we never

anticipated. Our goal this year is to keep our students in school, in person. For this reason it is essential that our

families use caution in evaluating symptoms and not send their children to school when they are sick.



Plan One
Cloth Face Coverings: American Renaissance School will highly recommend but not require all children on both

campuses wear face coverings consistently when indoors. Faculty will be required to wear a mask indoors if they

are not vaccinated. Under Plan I, masks will be optional, however, please note the Health and Safety committee

will have thresholds in place to determine whether masks will be necessary to prevent secondary spread of

COVID-19.

● Masks will be optional for students and faculty when outside

● All visitors will be required to wear a mask (regardless of vaccination status)

● Masks will be required for both students and faculty during school transportation

Positives with Plan I

● Retain families and students who prefer face coverings to be optional and not mandatory

● Return to a feeling of “normalcy” within our school

● Respect the personal choices of families when it come to having their child wear a mask

Negatives with Plan I

● An exposure would most likely warrant quarantining a whole class as long as there are students without

masks, regardless of whether some students wear masks

● Significant increase in the odds of alternating between in person and remote learning

● Further impacts on families and our teacher’s ability to effectively teach their students if they are going

back and forth between in person and remote learning

● Difficult to manage a wide variety of quarantine options (managing tracker, etc.) for our one part-time

nurse at ARS

● Possible social divide among our students wearing masks and those choosing not to



Plan Two
Cloth Face Coverings: American Renaissance School will require all children and faculty on both campuses to wear

face coverings consistently when indoors (regardless of vaccination status).

● Masks will be optional for students and faculty when outside

● Masks will not be required when a student is actively eating or drinking

● Mask breaks will be incorporated into each school day

● All visitors will be required to wear a mask (regardless of vaccination status)

● Masks will be required by both students and faculty during school transportation

Positives with Plan II

● Mask-to-Mask exposures in students do not require quarantine and this increases the likelihood of

keeping students in school and allowing teachers to teach them in person and provide better quality

education

● Quarantines will most likely be reduced in number and frequency

● Teachers will be able to focus more time on their students’ education

Negatives with Plan II

● Loss of families that desired masks to be optional

● Requiring masks and not allowing for personal family choices

● Challenges that come with having children wear masks for long periods of time

● Difficult for teachers to teach early readers effectively without being able to model sounds through a mask

● Challenge for speech therapy



Confirmed Positive COVID-19 Case

Under any plan, American Renaissance School will require isolation for presumptive or confirmed cases of

COVID-19.  Faculty and students will be required to disclose and stay home if:

1. They are showing COVID-19 symptoms

2. Tested positive  for COVID-19

They may return to school once they have met the criteria for return described in the table below.

Quarantine will be required for any individual who has been in close contact (within 6 feet for at least 15 minutes

cumulatively over a 24-hour period) with someone who is diagnosed with COVID-19 either through a positive test

result or symptoms consistent with diagnosis.

Exceptions for Quarantine

1. Individuals who are fully vaccinated and do not have symptoms

2. Individuals who have tested positive for COVID-19 within the past 3 months, have recovered and do not

have symptoms

3. Students who are NOT fully vaccinated after a close contact in a classroom or other school setting, IF

MASKS WERE BEING WORN APPROPRIATELY AND CONSISTENTLY BY BOTH THE PERSON WITH COVID-19

AND THE POTENTIALLY EXPOSED PERSON.  (This exception does not apply to teachers, staff, or other adults

that have not been vaccinated in a classroom setting.)



Close Contact/Exposure Quarantine Criteria

Under any plan, American Renaissance School will adhere to the following criteria to return with regards to close

contacts with a person who has tested positive for COVID-19 OR are showing COVID-19 symptoms.

Exclusion Category Scenario Criteria to return to school

EXPOSURE WITHOUT MASKS

Person who is not fully vaccinated
and has been in CLOSE CONTACT
with someone with a CONFIRMED
case of COVID-19.

(Fully vaccinated persons and
persons who have tested positive in
the last 3 months and do not have
any symptoms after a close contact
do not need to be quarantined.)

Person can return to school after
completing up to 14 days of
quarantine.
(The 14 days can begin after the
last known close contact with the
COVID-19 positive individual.)

OR

Person may complete a 10-day
quarantine if the person is NOT
presenting symptoms of COVID-19.

OR

Person may complete 7 days of
quarantine if they report NO
symptoms AND the individual has
received results of a negative
ANTIGEN or PCR test (taken no
earlier than day 5 of quarantine).

EXPOSURE WITH MASKS

K-12 student who is not fully
vaccinated but has been in CLOSE
CONTACT (within 3-6 feet) with
someone with a CONFIRMED case
of COVID-19, in which BOTH
INDIVIDUALS WERE WEARING A
MASK.

NCDHHS does NOT recommend
quarantine of students following
exposures in school settings IF
MASKS were being worn
appropriately and consistently by
both the person with COVID-19
AND the potentially exposed
person.

This exception does NOT apply to
teachers, staff, or other adults in
the indoor classroom setting.


