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January 14, 2022 

Town of Manchester 

Board of Directors 

Greetings, Board of Directors, 

The new location of the Town’s flagship library is of great interest to the Downtown Manchester Special 

Services District. The library is an integral anchor to our downtown community, and the location of the current 

Mary Cheney library has proven to be beneficial to library patrons and downtown businesses alike.  

Therefore, at the December 8, 2021, meeting of the Board of Commissioners, the following position statement 

was enthusiastically adopted by the commissioners with unanimous approval. 

“The Downtown Manchester Special Services District Board of Commissioners enthusiastically supports the 

findings of the 21st Century Public Library Task Force that a new home for the library is needed. The 

Commissioners strongly believe a viable site for a new library can be found downtown. Downtown Manchester is 

a vibrant and growing community and the Mary Cheney Library is an important anchor, bringing hundreds of 

guests downtown each day. The Commissioners strongly urge the Board of Directors to choose a downtown 

location for the new 21st Century library.”  

The enclosed document further details our support for maintaining a downtown location for the main branch of 

the Town’s public library. 

We believe that the library will continue to find a supportive partner in the Downtown Manchester Special 

Services District and we look forward to supporting the library through this transition.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

The Downtown Manchester Special Services District Board of Commissioners 

 

John Tunila, Esq. 

Chair 

Main & Eldridge, LLC 

Diana, Conti & Tunila 

Beth Stafford 

Vice Chair 

MACC Charities 

Bistro on Main 

Nicholas DuBaldo 

Secretary 

DuBaldo Edward P. Living Trust 

Beller’s Music / DuBaldo Music 

Tarek Ambia 

Main Street Investments LLC 

Realty Center, LLC 

Daniel Mulligan 

DuBaldo Realty Eight 

DuBaldo Realty Purnell LLC 

 

Tammy Gerhard 

763 Main LLC 

Silk City Coffee 

 



 

Support for a Downtown Library 

A Library Is the Center of a Town, and Should be at the Center of Activity  

 The need to expand is evidence that the library is successful downtown and that the location is 

favorable to local residents. 

 Downtown Manchester is already established as a center for the Town of Manchester, and has recently 

undergone revitalization that has positioned it as a destination for residents. 

 Municipal Offices for the Town of Manchester are located Downtown. The library is more than books – 

it is a resource for many resident needs including services offered by the Town. Proximity to Town Hall 

is important for those who may need assistance accessing those services. 

 The Town of Manchester has recently prioritized the development of Downtown Manchester through a 

variety of initiatives, keeping the flagship library Downtown would further these efforts – while 

removing the library would be a step backwards. These initiatives include: 

o Project 2020 which invested funds and services into the Downtown in order to stimulate 

economic development. 

o Downtown Cultural Mini Grants designed to bring arts and cultural events to the Downtown. 

o The establishment & ongoing operation of WORK_SPACE, a co-working space and art gallery 

downtown. WORK_SPACE will be a valuable partner to the new and expanded library 

services. 

o Place making efforts such as the improvements to Purnell Place and two seasons of outdoor 

dining expansion.  

 The Town of Manchester Department of Planning and Development has been tasked with bringing a 

second anchor to Downtown Manchester, in addition to the Mary Cheney Library. Should the library 

leave Downtown, the department would need to recruit yet another anchor – this is a step backwards. 

 The offices of Manchester Adult & Continuing Education are located downtown. The services provided 

by MA&CE closely align with the goals of the library and students utilize library services. This 

important partnership will be enhanced with the library expansion and the inclusion of meeting spaces. 

 Downtown Manchester provides a destination where residents can accomplish more than one errand 

while visiting the library. This is mutually beneficial to the library and to the other businesses. 

Downtown is home to a variety of businesses from medical offices, therapists, salons, restaurants, retail 

shops and more.  Residents are already coming downtown to accomplish their errands – and the library 

is an important stop on their trip. 

 Downtown Manchester is home to well known annual traditions such as the Manchester Road Race, 

Cruisin’ on Main, Holiday on Main, Halloween Happenings, the Scarecrow Festival, and more. These 

traditions build pride in Manchester and bring residents downtown, bringing visibility to all of our 

businesses as well as the library. The library is an important part of this downtown tradition and 

culture. 

A Library Must be Accessible to the Community: 

 Downtown Manchester has plentiful access to bus lines, with multiple covered bus stops located along 

Main Street.  

 Downtown Manchester is walkable and pedestrian friendly. The Town of Manchester has recently 

invested in improving the safety of pedestrians with the recent crosswalk upgrades. 

 Downtown Manchester is located near the East and West Sides of Manchester where many households 

are in the low-to-mid income brackets and public transportation / walkability are important to 

accessibility. 

 Downtown Manchester has convenient highway access for those traveling from other parts of town or 

nearby towns. 

 The library should be accessible to students. Downtown Manchester is home to Bennet Academy and is 

aprox. 1.5 miles (walking distance) from Manchester High School and Illing Middle School. These are 

the teens and tweens that the Library hopes to better serve in a new location.  Additionally, public 



 
 

elementary schools closest to Downtown Manchester have recently been closed, making it critical that 

these students have access to the resources provided by a public library within walking distance. 

The DMSSD Provides Unique Partnership Opportunities for the Library 

 The DMSSD is committed to, and focused on, the development and marketing of our downtown 

businesses and community. The library benefits from being a part of a vibrant and busy community. 

 This past year, the library has partnered with the Downtown District by participating in events, such 

as the Butterfly Stroll, Scarecrow Festival, and Story Walks.  Additionally, this partnership has 

provided opportunities for shared marketing and press coverage coordinated by the Downtown 

Manager.  

 The Mary Cheney Library activities are publicized and shared by the Downtown Manager through 

various channels including: social media, e-newsletters, and paper publications such as the seasonal 

Guide Books.  

 The DMSSD is committed to the ongoing activation of public spaces downtown through hosting and 

permitting of events. These events will not only bring people downtown, but can coordinate and 

enhance the additional cultural and community services the library plans to provide. 

 Downtown Manchester is home to the nonprofit, Imagine Main Street, which invests volunteer hours 

and sponsorship funds into bringing art installations and performances downtown. This provides 

another unique opportunity for partnership and coordination with the library. 

 Downtown Manchester is near other potential partners for the library and library activities such as the 

Lutz Children’s Museum, Manchester Historical Society, and the Little Theatre of Manchester.  

The Downtown Manchester Special Services District Board of Commissioners affirms the findings of the 21st 

Century Public Library Task Force that a new home for the library is needed. The Commissioners believe a 

viable site for a new library can be found downtown. Downtown Manchester is an exciting and growing 

community that looks forward to supporting the library through these growing pains. We are sure that the 

library will continue to find Downtown Manchester to welcome and support the library and all of its expanded 

services.  

 

 


