
 
 
Social District Plan for the City of Statesville  

Background: House Bill 890 was passed by the NC House and Senate on Wednesday, September 8, 2021 and signed by 
the Governor on September 10.  Included in House Bill 890 is a provision that allows the creation of social districts in 
North Carolina.  The North Carolina Retail Merchants Association was the major interest group pushing for the passage 
of this legislation to drive foot traffic to downtown businesses and level the playing field for brick-and-mortar businesses 
without ABC permits.  

What is a Social District? 

A defined outdoor area in which a person may consume alcoholic beverages sold by an ABC permittee.  

Who Can Designate a Social District?  

House Bill 890 did not create a statewide social district, but instead allows cities and counties to “opt-in” to social 
districts via an ordinance.  A city may adopt an ordinance designating an area within the municipal limits as a social 
district under G.S. 160A-205.4.  

Downtown Statesville Development Corporation will manage Downtown Statesville’s Social District, The “Ville, that was 
created through City of Statesville Ordinance 40-22.   

What are the requirements for a City to Create a Social District?  

1. A Social District’s boundaries must be clearly defined by signage posted in conspicuous locations indicating: 

a. The area included in the social district 
b. The days and hours during which alcoholic beverages can be consumed in the social district and 
c. The telephone number for the ALE division and local law enforcement jurisdiction over the social 
district. 
d. A clear statement that an alcoholic beverage purchased for consumption in a social district shall: 

i. Only be consumed within the social district and 
ii. Be disposed of before the person possessing the alcoholic beverage exits the social districts, 
unless the person is reentering the licensed ABC premises where the alcoholic beverage was 
purchases (G.S. 18B-904.1(c)(1)). 

2. According to G.S. 18B-1004, social districts are only allowed to operate from 7am until 2 am Monday-Saturday 
and 10am-2am on Sundays.  The ‘Ville Social District will operate during the hours of 12pm – 10pm Sunday - 
Saturday.   

3. A city designating a social district is required to establish management and maintenance plans for the social 
district and post these plans along with a drawing of the boundaries and the applicable days and hours of the 
social district on the city’s website.  A social district must be maintained in a manner that protects the health 



 
 

and safety of the general public. (G.S. 18B-904.1(c)(2)).  The Downtown Statesville Development Corporation will 
be responsible for the management of the The ‘Ville Social District plan.   

4. Before a social district can become operational, a city must submit to the North Carolina ABC a detailed map 
of the social district with the boundaries clearly marked and the days and hours during which alcoholic 
beverages can be consumed.  (G.S. 18B-904.1(c)(3)). 

Who Can Sell Alcohol in a Social District?  

Under G.S. 18B-904.1(a)(1), a business holding any of the following ABC Permits may sell alcohol to be consumed in a 
social district: 

1. An on-premises malt beverage permit issued pursuant to G.S. 18B-1001(1) 
2. An on-premises unfortified wine permit issued pursuant to G.S. 18B-1001(3) 
3. An on-premises fortified wine permit issued pursuant to G.S. 18B-1001(5) 
4. A mixed beverages permit issued pursuant to G.S. 18B-1001(10) 
5. A distillery permit issued pursuant to G.S. 18B-1100(5) 

What additional rules do ABC permittees have to follow to sell alcohol within a social district?  (G.S. 18B-904.1(d))  

First, an ABC permittee must be located in or contiguous to the social district in which it is selling alcohol to be 
consumed.  

Secondly, the ABC Permittee is only allowed to sell and serve alcoholic beverages ON its licensed premises.  In other 
words, the ABC Permittee cannot sell alcoholic beverages in the street or down the street from its licensed premises just 
because they are located in, or are contiguous to the social district.   

Third, alcoholic beverages that are being sold to be consumed in a social district can only be sold in a container that 
meets the following requirements: 

1. The container clearly identifies the ABC permittee from which the alcoholic beverage was purchased. 
2. The container clearly displays a logo or some other mark that is unique to the social district in which it will be 
consumed. 
3. The container is NOT made of glass. 
4. The container displays, in no less that 12-point font, the statement “Drink Responsibly – Be 21.” 
5. The container cannot hold more than 16 fluid ounces. 

Finally, the ABC permittee must prohibit a person from entering or reentering its licensed premises with an alcoholic 
beverage not sold by the ABC permittee as is the current law.  For an example, XYZ restaurant sells John Smith a cup of 
wine.  John Smith cannot reenter XYZ Restaurant with a cup of beer he bought at Acme Brewing located within the same 
social district.  John Smith also cannot enter XYZ restaurant for the first time with the cup of beer John Smith bought at 



 
 
Acme Brewing.  They can, however, re-enter the same location where they purchased the alcohol that they are still 
consuming.  

Businesses Who Wish to Opt in: 

• A non-ABC permitted business who wishes to opt in SHOULD let DSDC know in writing, via email to 
info@downtownstatesvillenc.org or by mail to PO Box 205 Statesville, NC 28687 that they wish to be added to 
the opt-in list.  

• Upon notice, DSDC will supply a window cling that indicates that retail customers can enter with alcohol. 
• An ABC permitted business who wishes to opt in MUST let DSDC know in writing, via email to 

info@downtownstatesvillenc.org or by mail to PO Box 205 Statesville, NC 28687 that they wish to be added to 
the opt-in list and sign an acknowledgement of this plan. 

• The business should display signage to indicate that a bar or restaurant customer may enjoy the social district 
with an alcoholic beverage from this location in an approved container.  Those with patios would be encouraged 
to have signage that indicates “No Glass Beyond this Point” at the patio exit/entrance to the district. 

Businesses Who Wish to Opt Out: 

• A non-ABC permitted business who wishes to opt out SHOULD let DSDC know in writing, via email to 
info@downtownstatesvillenc.org or by mail to PO Box 205 Statesville, NC 28687 that they wish to be added to 
the opt-out list.  

• Upon notice, DSDC will supply a window cling that indicates that retail customers cannot enter with alcohol. 
• An ABC permitted business who wished to opt out MUST let DSDC know in writing, via email to 

info@downtownstatesvillenc.org or by mail to PO Box 205 Statesville, NC 28687 that they wish to be added to 
the opt-out list. 

• The ABC permitted business should display signage to indicate that a bar or restaurant customer may not 
remove alcohol from the facility. 

What are the Customer Requirements? 

First, a person can only possess and consume alcoholic beverages purchased from an ABC permittee located in or 
contiguous to the social district.  

Second, any alcoholic beverages consumed in the social district must be consumed from the required social district 
container.  In other words, a person cannot pour their wine, beer or liquor into a solo cup or any type of container other 
than the one meeting all the requirements for social districts.  

Third, alcoholic beverages purchased in Social District container shall only be possessed and consumed IN the social 
district. 
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The sale and delivery of alcohol in a social district is subject to the same limitations for sales and deliveries of alcohol in 
North Carolina: 

- No more than two malt beverage or wine drinks at one time to a single patron 
- No more than one mixed beverage or spirituous liquor drink at one time to a single patron 

Finally, a person is required to dispose of any alcoholic beverage in the person’s possession prior to exiting the social 
district unless the person is reentering the licensed ABC premises where the alcoholic beverage was purchased.  In other 
words, if a person is leaving the social district area, they must dispose of their alcohol.  They also cannot take it with 
them into any other business that sells alcohol or has opted out of the social district.  They may ONLY take their alcoholic 
drink into the establishment where they bought it or a participating business that does not sell alcohol.  They may take 
their alcoholic beverage in a Social District Container to the city owned outdoor seating area covered by another ABC 
permitted business if the business has opted in to the Social District.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
District Details:  

The district would span the main streets of Downtown Statesville (see attached map). The proposed Social District 
specifically excludes the Broad Street UMC, First ARP and First Presbyterian playgrounds, as well as the Statesville Civic 
Center. Pecan Park is included.  

The ‘Ville Social District hours would be from 12pm-10pm Monday – Sunday.  

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

Container:  

Downtown Statesville Development Corporation has designed a sticker that meets the state requirements (branded with 
the Social District logo, business logo, and proper verbiage) that will be sold to permit holders via an agreement with Sir 
Speedy. The permit holders opting into the social district would apply a sticker to a container that falls under the state 
statute, not glass and 16 oz or less.  

Signage:  

DSDC will work with the City of Statesville to install and maintain required signage indicating the boundaries of the 
district.  Merchants who choose to opt in or out can request a window decal that indicates such from DSDC as outlined 
above.   

Special Events:  

If an event is hosted in Downtown Statesville that allows the sale of Alcoholic Beverages, the same permit-holder rules 
will apply to the boundary of the event.   That permit holder will be required to serve in the required container, and 
consumers can move about the district with alcohol purchased at the event, but will not be allowed to bring alcohol into 
the event purchased from other permit-holder locations.  

Enforcement: 

- ABC Permit holders accept liability for patrons they serve the same as they do now and will enforce the same rules and 
regulations as they currently do. 

- Statesville PD has agreed to adjust downtown Officer hours as needed to patrol any potential issues.   

 

 


