
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
WELCOME TO THE HAMMOND DOWNTOWN  

DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT FAMILY! 
 

The Hammond Downtown Development District is devoted to progressing and stimulating 
business development and diversity. We protect, unite, and rejuvenate the district in order to 
benefit residences and local commerce; making Downtown a promising place to socialize, do 
business, and call home.  

 We believe the Downtown District is the heart of Hammond, and we strive to 
protect and preserve it’s foundation in an effort to stay “Historically Hip.”  

 We aspire to establish Downtown Hammond as a vibrant destination for locals, 
travelers, and culturists. 

 We seek to unify the district’s businesses, patrons, and residents in an effort to 
maintain our successful and sustainable economy.   

The advantage of having a business in Downtown Hammond is the assistance we can provide, 
such as: funding & financial aid, advertising, problem solving, event planning, and more! This 
welcome packet outlines how the Downtown Development District can support your business 
and how you can get involved. We welcome you to our beloved Downtown Hammond and 
can’t wait to watch your business grow!  

Please keep in mind preserving and improving Downtown Hammond takes a special set of 
guidelines along with coordination and communication between the DDD, City of Hammond 
and all Downtown businesses and property owners. If you plan to host an event or renovate, 
please let us know. All exterior renovations must be presented and approved by the DDD 
Design Committee and the Hammond Historic District. Design guidelines can be found on the 
DDD website.  

For Historic District Commission information and guidelines, visit 
https://www.hammondhistoricdistrict.org/  

Historic District Contact – Lacy Landrum: landrum_l@hammond.org  

  

https://www.hammondhistoricdistrict.org/
mailto:landrum_l@hammond.org


 
 

 

 

 

 

WHO ARE WE? 

The Downtown Development District of Hammond was created by the Louisiana State 
Legislature in 1986. Funding is underwritten by the district’s property owners through an ad 
valorem tax, which is assessed against the district’s properties (not subject to the property per 
year). The DDD is led by a full-time executive director and a seven-member Board of Directors, 
with work plans approved by the Hammond City Council. The Farmers Market, Design 
Committee, Cultural District, Main Street, and Events Committee all function under the DDD. 
 
Main Street America is a program of the nonprofit National Main Street Center, Inc., a 
subsidiary of the National Trust for Historic Preservation. Main Street America has been 
helping revitalize older and historic commercial districts for 40 years. Today it is a network of 
more than 1,600 neighborhoods and communities, rural and urban, who share both a 
commitment to place and to building stronger communities through preservation-based 
economic development. 
 
In 2022, Downtown Hammond received the Great American Main Street Award (GAMSA) - a 
distinction from a nationwide pool 1,600 communities. We’re excited that you’re joining our 
momentum to keep Hammond Happening!  
 
The DDD is a 2023 accredited Main Street America member. 
 

Meet the Staff, Board & Committee Members! 
 
Executive Director: Michelle Kendall 
kendall_ml@hammond.org 
Michelle Kendall became a part of the DDD in 2018 as an intern. Since then, she has served in 

various roles including Community Programming Manager, Farmers Market Manager, Assistant 

Director, and was promoted to the role of Executive Director in December 2022. 

Michelle is a Southeastern Louisiana University Alumni. She holds a Master of Public Health 

degree from LSU Health Science Center of New Orleans. Her varied professional and academic 

background spans over various sectors including public health, economic development, 

government, non-profits, and more. 

Her past work includes policy & legislative coordination for the Louisiana Cancer Control and 

Prevention Programs, Co-Chair of the Louisiana Healthy Communities Coalition, non-profit 

event planning & fundraising for the Cancer Association of Greater New Orleans, and research 

& evaluation for Pennington Biomedical Research Center. She developed a passion for small  
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businesses at her very first job as cashier & supervisor at Acquistapace's Covington Supermarket 

in Downtown Covington, LA.   

Originally from Folsom, LA, she has called Hammond her home since 2014. She lives in the 

Iowa Addition, a historic Hammond neighborhood just blocks from Downtown, and is currently 

renovating a home built in 1903. In her free time, she enjoys strolling around Downtown with 

her son, Ellis, and dogs, Pinto & Adzuki.  

 

Administrative Assistant: Katie Taylor 
taylor_km@hammond.org 
Katie Taylor is a native of Mandeville, LA but has called Hammond her home for 10 years. 

Moving to Hammond in August of 2013, she began pursuing her degree from Southeastern 

Louisiana University. Her time as a Southeastern Lion, member of Alpha Sigma Tau Sorority, as 

well as employment and volunteer work for local Hammond businesses rooted her deeply in this 

community. 

After achieving a Bachelor of Science in Kinesiology in 2018, she decided to stay in the town 

she grew to love. She watched Hammond continuously grow onwards and upwards and it is her 

goal to be apart of that advancement and prosperity firsthand.  

Katie enjoys being a downtown Hammond resident. You can find her most evenings and 

weekends enjoying craft beers, savoring her passion for food at local restaurants, exploring local 

events and frequenting walks around downtown with her pup, Charlotte.  

 
DDD BOARD OF DIRECTORS:  
John Exnicios - Chairman & Farmers Market Committee Chair 
Chanc Kinchen - Merchant Committee Chair 
Evan Singer - Finance Chair  
Mary Mowad Guiteau - Design Committee Chair 
Chelsea Kessenich - Vice Chair & Events Committee Chair 
Kali Norton - Advertising/ Marketing Committee Chair 
Todd Delaune - Residential Committee Chair 
 
The DDD Board of Directors meets the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 4:30pm in the 
Hammond City Council Chambers. The Board of Directors discuss and vote on all aspects of the 
DDD.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 
 
 
  
DESIGN COMMITTEE:  
Mary Mowad Guiteau – Chair  
Tom Pistorius – Vice Chair  
Chris Bankston  
Jeffrey Smith 
Roy Dufreche 
Tara Bennet  
Michelle Juneau 
 
The DDD Design committee meets the 1st Thursday of each month at 9:00 AM in the Hammond 
City Council Chambers. All exterior renovations of businesses in the district must be approved 
by the Design Committee (If inside the Historic District, all renovations must be approved by the 
Historic Commission.)   
 
Stay tuned for more updates on the following committees: 
ADVERTISING/MARKETING COMMITTEE 
FARMERS MARKET COMMITTEE 
MERCHANT COMMITTEE 
RESIDENTIAL COMMITTEE 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

FUNDING 

 

The Hammond Downtown Development District offers two unique funding options to 
encourage the renovation and improvement of the district’s existing buildings, as well as 

promote and encourage new business. 

FAÇADE GRANTS:  
If you plan to renovate the exterior of your building including: renovations to the building front, 
awnings, painting or lighting, the Façade Grant program may be right for you. The Façade Grant 
awards are not to exceed $2,000 and must be matched dollar for dollar by the recipient. Only 
one application per fiscal year, work must be finished to apply. Façade Grants are not awarded 
for signage.  
 
REVOLVING LOANS:  
DDD offers a low interest loan to property owners and business owners in our District for up to 
$75,000 with an interest rate of 2 below prime. Applicants for the loan fund must be a registered 
sole proprietorship, partnership or corporation established for doing business in the DDD. 
Renovations are not limited to façade only, eligible projects include: acquisition of land for 
industrial or commercial use, acquisition of improved properties with development potential for 
industrial or commercial use limited to owner or tenant occupancy, start-up and/or expansion of 
businesses in the DDD, rehabilitation and renovation of usable vacant buildings for specific 
industrial or commercial use in the DDD.  
 
If you are interested in applying for a revolving loan, please contact the DDD. 
The Hammond Downtown Development District is an equal opportunity provider.  
 
More information and applications are also available on our website:  
https://www.dddhammond.com/funding/  
 
Please contact Michelle Kendall before you begin the application process for a Façade Grant 
and/or a Revolving Loan.  
  

https://www.dddhammond.com/funding/


 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
ADVERTISING 

 
We know that advertising can get expensive, but it is a crucial step in growing your business. 
The Hammond Downtown Development District offers numerous ways for businesses to 
advertise. 
 
 
MARKETING PLANS:  
The DDD has many ways to help get your message out, free of charge: 
 

- Social media expertise 
- Radio interviews and mentions  
- Daily Star columns  
- Featured website ads 
- Newsletters 
- And more! 

 
Please email downtownhammond@gmail.com if you are looking to recieve more marketing 
support.  
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GET INVOLVED 

 
What makes Downtown Hammond so unique is the special connection our business owners 

share. The united passion we have for our beloved Downtown is unlike any other place in the 
state, and we want YOU to get involved! 

 
 
SPONSOR OR VOLUNTEER AT EVENTS:  
The DDD hosts a number of signature events each year, with the largest being “Hot August Stroll” 
foermerly recognized as Hot August Night. You can participate by hosting a local artist in your 
business, participating in the Wine & Cheese Stroll, sponsoring the event, and more. This event 
brings thousands of new faces to the downtown district, and makes a huge impact on our local 
commerce. Your support is vital to its success. 
 
We also host several smaller events each year: including Picnic in the Park, Small Business 
Saturday, Trick or Treat Down Main Street, pop-up Farmers Markets during the holidays and 
more. Our signature events continue to grow and require more financially each year. By 
sponsoring or volunteering at an event, YOU can help us continue to improve Downtown. 
 
BE VISIBLE IN OUR OFFICE: 
If you have any business cards, pamphlets, or promotional items, send us a few to display in our 
office! 
  



 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
STAY INFORMED 

 
 
FROM THE DESK OF THE DDD:  
Several times a month, the DDD sends out a newsletter to all of the Downtown merchants, which 
includes information on upcoming events, news, polls and more. If you have any information you 
would like to include in these newsletters, please let us know! Don’t forget to give us your 
contact information so we can ensure that you are kept up-to-date. 
 
PUBLIC FORUMS: 
Below is a list of meetings and events hosted by the DDD. All meetings are open to the public 
and attendance by merchants is encouraged. 
 
BOARD MEETINGS: 3rd Wednesday of each month at 4:30 PM - City Council Chambers  
DESIGN MEETINGS: 1st Thursday of each month at 9:00 AM - City Council Chambers  
 
SCHEDULED EVENTS: 
The DDD hosts a number of signature events each year, which bring thousands of new faces to 
the downtown district and make a huge impact on our local commerce. 
 
HOT AUGUST STROLL 
PICNIC IN THE PARK 
TRICK OR TREAT DOWN MAIN STREET 
STARRY NOVEMBER NIGHT 
SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY 
HAMMOND FARMERS & ARTISANS MARKET 

  



 
 

 

 

 
 

 
Contact form 

 
Help us help you. The DDD is required to keep an updated list of businesses and their contact information for each business in 
our district. This information is required so we can report to the state our quarterly reports and keep track of our vacancies. 

This benefits you so you can stay up-to-date on downtown news as well as important notices that are sent out through the city. 
Plus you’ll be added to the Downtown clickable map on our website so visitors can easily find your business. 

 
Please fill out this contact information and return through mail, email or in person to the Hammond Downtown Development 

District at your earliest convenience.     
Thank you.  

Business name: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Business address: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing address: (if different from above): _______________________________________________________________ 

Business phone: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Type of business: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Business open date: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Website: _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Hours: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How many employees do you house:      1-5         6-10         11-15         16-20         20+ 

Social Media handles:   Facebook __________________   Instagram _________________   Twitter ________________   

 LinkedIn ________      Other: __________ 

 

Business owner name: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Business owner name (if more than one): ____________________________________________________________________ 

Business owner email: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Business owner cell: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Property owner name: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Property Owner business name (if applicable):______________________________________________________________ 

Property owner email: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Property owner phone number: _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please list any other employees (especially managers) that you would like to receive our monthly newsletter (list their full 

name, position and email address):  

1. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 Any facts about your business you’d like us to know about?  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Return through mail, email, or in-person to the Hammond Downtown Development District.  


