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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Susan and I will be going over our methodology, some of our discoveries, and our conclusions.



Methodology: How Do We Establish the Facts?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Methodology: How do we establish the facts about the important people, places, and events of the district?



Methodology: How Do We Establish the Facts?

❏ Background Research

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We begin with background research.




Methodology: How Do We Establish the Facts?

❏ Background Research
❏ State Historic Preservation Office Records
❏ Local History (books and files from the Local History Collection)
❏ Maps & Aerial Photographs
❏ City Directories
❏ Deeds
❏ Decennial Census Records (1880-1950)
❏ Newspaper
❏ Local informants
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Presentation Notes
We begin with background research.
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Here are some examples of the sources we use.
1925 Sanborn highlighting the Garfield/ Green Streets intersection
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Historical deed from 1922 for the Peterson & Mangum Funeral Home -  206 Garfield Street
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1925-1926 city directory indicating Af-Am with a star and the residence of Principal Chas Foushee and wife of Morningside School
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1933 “News of Statesville Colored People” from the Statesville Daily Record



Methodology: How Do We Establish the Facts?

❏ Background Research
❏ Fieldwork

❏ June, July, August 
2024

❏ Photo documentation
❏ Architectural forms 

for each resource
❏ Cemetery, 

residences, 
churches, 
commercial 
building, etc.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Background research takes place simultaneously with fieldwork
The Fieldwork was completed last summer
streetscape SElmSt looking north near bridge_08-24



The Historical Significance of the District

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A brief summary of our conclusions regarding the significance of the District



The Historical Significance of the District

❏ The District is significant 
under Criterion A
❏ associated with events 

that have made a 
significant contribution to 
the broad patterns of our 
history

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In terms of the National Register of Historic Places, properties are listed under different Criteria.
Our Nomination proposes to list this District under Criterion A: which encompasses association with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history



The Historical Significance of the District

❏ The District is significant under 
Criterion A
❏ associated with events that 

have made a significant 
contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history

❏ Areas of Significance
❏ the historical theme or 

themes with which the 
district is associated

❏ Ethnic Heritage: Black 
& Social  History

❏ Civil Rights

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The “area of significance” refers to the historic theme with which a property is associated under the applicable Criteria for Evaluation (in this case, Criterion A). 
A property must be associated with at least one area of significance to qualify for listing in the Registers.



The Historical Significance of the District

❏ The District is significant under 
Criterion A
❏ associated with events that have 

made a significant contribution to 
the broad patterns of our history

❏ Areas of Significance
❏ the historical theme or themes 

with which the district is 
associated

❏ Ethnic Heritage: Black & 
Social  History

❏ Civil Rights

❏ Period of Significance
❏ 1885–1973

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The “period of significance” is the length of time when a property was associated with important events, activities, or persons. 
A period of significance usually begins with the date when significant activities or events began giving the property its historic significance; this is often a date of construction or a date of an event. 
In this case it is the establishment of Green Street Cemetery in 1885 and the construction of Calvary Presbyterian, the most recent construction older than 50 years



Historical Highlights

1885: Green Street Cemetery is established

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now I am going to give a quick run through of the history of the district
The establishment of Green Street Cemetery in 1885 by a group of local African Americans was an important event that helped define the area as an African-American neighborhood. It was the only burial place in Statesville for African Americans, including many formerly enslaved people, until the 1940s.



Historical Highlights

1880s: Morningside School and First Baptist

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Following soon thereafter was the so-called Colored Graded School and the First Baptist Church (original location), both north of the cemetery.
Neither buildings are present today but they left a historical legacy.
The school became known as Morningside School after it was rebuilt following a fire in the 1920s
The First Baptist Church in this photo no longer exists but its congregation relocated to where we are now in the late 1960s.



Historical Highlights

1940s: Morningside High School

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As the African American population of Statesville grew, the city school board built Morningside High School for the city’s African Americans in the 1940s, and it expanded several times before its closure following integration.�Many of the school’s students and educators lived in the District.
The school also was the site of civil rights activity, including a 1957 rally.



Historical Highlights

1954: Garfield Park opens

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Garfield Park opened in 1954 with a pool and recreation center.
The rec center hosted civil rights events as well, such as an NAACP Freedom Fund Banquet in 1965 where prominent school integration attorney Julius Chambers spoke



The Historical Significance of the District

Left to right: Charles Foushee, Frank A. Tolliver, the Hollidays, and Rev. J.C. 
Harris

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Throughout the District were the homes of many prominent local educators, ministers, teachers, civil rights activists, and so on.�To name just a few: Charles Foushee, principal of the early Morningside School
Frank A. Tolliver, principal of the later Morningside High School
Dr. Robert Holliday, a prominent local physician and businessman
And his wife Mary Charlton Holliday, a school administrator of renown across the county
Rev. J.C. Harris led First Baptist Church from the 1960s until recent history, and was a civil rights leader



Historical Highlights

1973: Calvary 
Presbyterian Church

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Calvary Presbyterian, completed in 1973, represented the merger of Broad Street Presbyterian and Tradd Street Presbyterian which no longer is standing.
Calvary is the most recent construction in the District that is over 50 years of age.



Important Places
in the District

Architectural Inventory



Architectural Inventory

● We photographed and recorded all the parcels in the district!
○ 168 primary buildings, sites, or structures
○ 22 outbuildings - garages and sheds
○ 95 vacant lots

● What’s in the nomination inventory?
○ Property Name
○ Address
○ Date of Construction
○ Contributing or Noncontributing
○ Description of the Building, Site, or Structure
○ History of the Building, Site, or Structure



Determining How Places Contribute

● Built during the period of significance (1885-1973)
● Are located in the boundary of the district

○ This works both ways, because learning about the buildings helps tell us where the boundaries 
should be.

● Are connected to the historic criterion A for Black History and/or Civil Rights 
History

● Generally look like they did during the historic period
○ Changes such as vinyl siding, new roofs, and new windows can be okay.

● Contributing does not mean they are more important than other sites.



Noncontributing ≠ Not Important!

A lot of buildings in the district are identified as noncontributing.

● This does not mean that they are not important or historic.
● These buildings were changed too much after 1973.
● Their stories are still important and are told in the nomination.
● They could be considered contributing again if the changes are reversed.



Green Street Cemetery
S. Green Street



Churches, Schools, Parks, and Other Buildings

Public Buildings



First Baptist Church (C)
464 Garfield Street



First Baptist Church Classroom Building (C)
306 Garfield Street



Mt. Pleasant AME Zion Church (C, NR 1980)
537 S. Center Street



Scotts Chapel United Methodist Church (C)
316 Chambers Street



Calvary Presbyterian Church (C)
531 S. Green Street



Billingsley Memorial Academy (C)
541 S. Green Street



Morningside High School (C)
410 Garfield Street



Morningside School Annex (C)
611 S. Elm Street



Garfield Park (C)
409 Garfield Street



South Elm Street Bridge (C)
S. Elm Street



Businesses



Hinton - Golden House (C)
662 S. Green Street



Rutledge and Bigham Mortuary (C)
206 Garfield Street



Rutledge and Bigham Mortuary (C)
603 S. Center Street



Holliday Building (NC)
609- 611 S. Center Street



Iredell Credit Union (NC)
634 S. Center Street



Littlejohn Duplex (C)
142- 144 Garfield Street



Rankin’s Barber Shop (C)
131 Garfield Street



Greene’s Beauty Nook (C)
225- 227 Garfield Street



Gillespie’s Rest Home (C)
125- 127 Lincoln Street



Houses



Dr. Robert S. and Mary Charlton Holliday House (C)
241 Garfield Street



William and Mildred Littlejohn House/Center Street AME Zion Church Parsonage (C)
238 Garfield Street



Leach- Houston House (C)
530 Broadway Court



Arthur E. and Leola C. Peterson House (C)
620 Harrison Street



Frayer - Harper House (C)
650 S. Green Street



Sanford Adams House (C)
692 South Elm Street



Daniel and Catherine B. Baucom House (C)
425 Chambers Street



Thomas G. and Gertrude G. Biddings House (C)
401 Chambers Street



Houses (C)
206- 220 Chambers Street



Houses (C)
206- 220 Chambers Street



Thank you for 
sharing your 
stories and 
neighborhood with 
us!
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